The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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SONY BAGS MASTERCHEF RIGHTS

Sony Entertainment acquired the rights of
Master Chef.Master Chef was produced and distributed by
Endemol Shinelndia

Sonal Yadav, Head - Programming (Non-Fiction),
Sony Entertainment Television
(SET) said, "MasterChef has
revolutionized the global
foodscape, changing the way
cooking is perceived while
transforming lives of amateur
chefs globally who have a
passion for cooking.”

Rishi Negi, CEO — Endemoal Shinelndia, “India
has a wide demographic of talented home chefs who
can impress and surprisein the kitchen. We at Endemol
Shine India are thrilled to partner with Sony
Entertainment Television for one of our flagship
formats and hope to cook up a delicious new season
of MasterChef together.”

BHARAT24 CHANNEL GOES LIVE

Bharat24 channel went live on August 15 and
launched by Anurag Thakur, |&B Minister. “I
congratulate Dr Jagdeesh Chandra and the entire
team of Bharat24 on thisnew venture. Themediais
thefourth pillar of democracy and should work asa
bridge between the government and the public and
| am sure Bharat24 will execute this responsibility
with utmost seriousness,” said Anurag Thakur.

CEO and Editor-in-chief Dr Jagdeesh “We
assure the Minister that Bharat24 will reflect the
aspirations of the youth, the multi-polarity of Emerging
India and shall work as a bridge between our audience
and the government.”

NEWS18 NETWORK EXPANDS IN
NORTH

Newsl18 Network has expanded its reach across
Jammu, Kashmir and other parts. They launched News18
Jammu/K ashmir/Ladakh/Himachal. Network is now
available in 18 languages, with the addition of Dogri,
Kashmiri and Ladakh.
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Theeditorial functionswill operate from multiple
locations such as Srinagar, Jammu, Leh and Shimla.

Avinash Kaul, CEO, Network18 (Broadcast), said,
"The channel with the help of the pan India
resources of Newsl8 Network aims to
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celebrating its essence. It also aims to become
the voice of the people, bringing it to the
mainstream. The programming of News18 Jammu,

in away to showcase the diversity and cater to
the entire region with dedicated bulletinsinlocal
languages. The state-of-the-art studio, engaging graphics
and impactful show packaging will bring a world-class
news viewing experience — heralding a new erain news
television in the region.”

NEWS NATION ROPES IN NEW
TALENT

News Nation has hired new talent and appointed
Vivek Makker as Executive Vice President, National
Head Sdesfor the Network & HarshaVardhan Dwivedi as
VicePresident Sales to take care of its Regional Business.

Vivek Makker was National head for

NDTV India Bhuwan Bhatt, Chief Business
Officer, News Nation Network,
said, “Inclusion of Vivek and Harsha, will
further strengthen the team. We are
immensely hopeful that Vivek &
Harsha would bring huge value to the organization with
their leadership and interpersonal skills. We look forward
todriving growth of al the brand with each passingday in
their respectiveroles.”

The network currently broadcasts anational Hindi
news channel News Nation, three regional channelsNews
State UK/UPR, News State MP/CG plus News State Bihar/
Jharkhand and hasastrong digital presence. The network
is all set to enter various states with its regional news
offeringsin a couple of months.

DD FREE DISH MPEG-2 NEW AUCTION

Theauction of DD Free Dish opened up new players
who won the bid.B4U Network'sHindi movie channel B4U
Plus and the newly launched Hindi GEC Atrangi TV have
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won MPEG-2 dots.The two channels will replace rural-
focussed Hindi GEC Azaad TV and Sanjeev Kapoor's
FoodFood, which have exited DD Free Dish.

A vast mgjority of DD Free Dish's consumer base
uses MPEG-2 set-top boxes (STBs), which are
unencrypted.The DD Free Dish service is availed by 43
million households and growing.

SONY - ENGLAND & WALES CRICKET
BOARD PARTNER TILL 2028

Sony is extending its reach across the globe and
recently extended its partnership with England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) for theexclusivetelevisonand digital
rights for six years until the year 2028. SPN has the
exclusive rights to broadcast all senior Men’'s
International and Women’s International along with
domestic competitions on its sports channels. The
exclusive content from ECB will also be streamed on SPN's
premium OTT platform SonyL I V.

NP Singh, Managing Director and CEO,
Sony Pictures Networks India, said “ SPN has
had an outstanding association with the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), that
has enabled us to bring premiere sporting
content to our viewers who enjoy cricket. The
extension of the broadcast partnership is a
testament to our strong portfolio of sports content in the
country, which we have successfully built and nurtured
over theyears. Thisassociation isan opportunity to bring
tothe Indian audience an unparalleled viewing experience
across the Sony Sports Network and our digital platform
SonyL V. Thispartnership will only bolster our endeavour
further.”

Clare Connor, Interim CEO, England and Wales
Cricket Board: “We're delighted to extend thispartnership
for another six years, broadcasting England Men’s and
Women’'shomeinternational cricket to apassionate global
audience. This partnership also enables us to bring the
men’'s County gameto the biggest cricket audienceinthe
world. After thethrilling conclusion of the England v India
Men's Test series last month, there is so much fantastic
cricket tolook forward to over the coming years, including
the Women's series between England and India next
month. | am sure fanswill continue to be entertained and
enthralled by the contests between our two countries.” B
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